
Imposed Sabbath
2 Chronicles 36:11-21

1. Cacophony before symphony.
a. Tuning up before playing together
b. Not music, noise
c. Until the conductor arrives to bring harmony and unity

2. With all the voices, some beautiful in and of themselves but lost in the pure sea of other
voices, it seemed good to wait for the Conductor before adding to the noise.
a. What message for the specific people listening in this morning? 
b. Remind you: 

i. Habakkuk 2:14 (ESV) For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

ii. God’s purpose for creation is that all creation should be saturated
with the intimate, experiential knowledge of the wonder, majesty, and
glory of God’s Person!

3. What does that have to do with COVID-19? God willingly and sovereignly imposes
seasons of crisis in order to accomplish His ultimate purpose–to fill the earth with
the knowledge of His glory.

4. How do we know God would do this?
a. Three examples/precedents

i. The Tower of Babel: God confounded languages to force humanity to
disperse throughout the whole earth.

(1) Go and fill the earth (Gen 1:27)
(a) Cain & Abel
(b) Noah and the Flood

(2) Genesis 11
(a) Genesis 11:4 (ESV) Then they said, “Come, let us build

ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens,
and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed
over the face of the whole earth.” 

(b) Specific plan to disobey the revealed will of God
(3) God’s Response

(a) Confounds the languages
(b) Genesis 11:8 (ESV) So the LORD dispersed them from

there over the face of all the earth, and they left off
building the city. 

ii. The Church in Jerusalem God approved a season of persecution in
the life of the early church to force the
evangelism of the whole earth.

(1) Jesus expresses His will
(a) Matthew 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of



all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

(b) Acts 1:8 (ESV) But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth.” 

(2) But that’s not what happens. 
(a) The church centers and stays in Jerusalem
(b) Until the stoning of Stephen
(c) Acts 8:1 (ESV) And Saul approved of his execution. And

there arose on that day a great persecution against the
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. 

iii. The Exile of Israel: God imposed a mandatory Sabbath on the land
of Israel when Israel refused to honor the
Sabbath covenant themselves.

(1) Moses (Lev 25/26)
(a) Sabbath year every 7th year

(i) Land was to be left fallow
(ii) People were to eat what grew of its own, they were

not to till for market
(b) Every 50th year they were to release indentured servants
(c) The entire Israelite economy was founded on a principle

arranged by God
(d) Moses warned the people what would happen if they broke

covenant with God
(i) Leviticus 26:34-35 (ESV) 34 “Then the land shall

enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while
you are in your enemies’ land; then the land shall
rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths. 35 As long as it lies
desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did not
have on your Sabbaths when you were dwelling in
it.

(ii) Along with all the other devastation Moses
describes he specifically mentions that the land will
get the Sabbath rest God determines for it, one way
or another. 

(e) Israel never observed the Sabbath year or the Jubilee year 
(2) Jeremiah 

(a) warns the nation their sin in rejecting God and breaking
covenant will result in a 70 year exile

(b) Jeremiah 25:9-12 (ESV) 9 behold, I will send for all the
tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I



will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and
against all these surrounding nations. I will devote them
to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an
everlasting desolation. 10 Moreover, I will banish from
them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the
grinding of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 11

This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy
years. 12 Then after seventy years are completed, I will
punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of
the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the LORD,
making the land an everlasting waste. 

(3) 2 Chronicles 36
(a) Zedekiah: Last king to rule in Jerusalem

(i) Reigned 11 years
(ii) Did what was evil in the sight of the Lord
(iii) He did not humble himself before Jeremiah
(iv) Rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar after he’d given

his word to serve
(v) He firmly resisted repentance
(vi) Endured the faithlessness of the government, the

priests, people
(vii) Refused the message of grace and mercy sent

through the prophets
(viii) The wrath of God rose against the people; there was

no remedy
(b) God response to Israel’s refusal

(i) He brought against them the Chaldeans
(ii) He burned down His own house
(iii) He sent His people to exile in the same land He had

brought them from
(c) 2 Chronicles 36:21 (ESV) to fulfill the word of the LORD

by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its
Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath,
to fulfill seventy years. 

5. What can we learn/gain from Scripture relative to COVID-19?
a. God is sovereign and does what he pleases in order to accomplish His ultimate

will to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory.
b. It should not surprise us, we who think so highly of ourselves we can ignore God

and get away with it, that He should stop us in our tracks and set us in the corner
with nothing else to do but turn to Him.

c. When God imposes a Sabbath on His people, for His glory and their good, they
should make the most of it.



6. What we can do
a. Pray for the “city of our exile”
b. Reset our Sabbath
c. Love one another


