
Christ in the Commands
1 Corinthians 16:12-18

I. Living Christ’s Commandments
A. Last Week: Christ in the details

1. Paul’s planning demonstrates that Christ can be revealed in the common
details of our everyday lives.

2. Leading Question: Shouldn’t the lives of those who know and love Jesus
radiate Him not just in the words we proclaim but in little details of the
ordinary lives we live?

3. Four Ways We Reveal Christ in the Details of Our Lives
a. Love: Time spent with others for the sake of love
b. Unity: Include others in our ministry
c. Priority: Prioritize the gospel, even under adversity
d. Grace: Personally support the servants of Christ when they come to

minister to you.
B. Today: Christ in the Commandments

1. Closing imperatives present Christ in the New Covenant ethical
commands

2. Two Practical Questions
a. Last week: Shouldn’t the lives of those who know and love Jesus

radiate Him not just in the words we proclaim but in little details of
the ordinary lives we live?

b. Today: 
(1) Shouldn’t the lives of those who know and love Jesus

radiate Him not just in the words we proclaim, but in
our faithfulness and obedience to the commands set
before us?

(2) Should not Christ be fully and accurately revealed in the
ethical lives His followers live in the world?

3. Framework: Jesus and Commandments
a. Jesus affirmed the validity of former covenant commandments

(1) Matthew 22:34-40 (ESV) 34 But when the Pharisees
heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great
and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

(2) Matthew 19:17 (ESV) And he said to him, “Why do you
ask me about what is good? There is only one who is
good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” 



b. Jesus called for faithfulness to His new covenant commandments
(1) John 14:15 (ESV) “If you love me, you will keep my

commandments.
(2) John 14:21 (ESV) Whoever has my commandments and

keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and
manifest myself to him.”

(3) John 15:10 (ESV) If you keep my commandments, you
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love.

(4) Acts 1:1-2 (ESV) 1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have
dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen.

c. Clarity
(1) Jesus’ new covenant commandments are not suggestions

but authoritative requirements for his followers
(2) God’s love and God’s glory motivate Christ’s commands.

(a) Not ego (use of power for personal fulfilment)
(b) Not fear (abuse of power for fear of losing present

power or not gaining future power)
(c) The glory and the love of God 

i) John 17:1-3 (ESV) 1 When Jesus had
spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may
glorify you, 2 since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life
to all whom you have given him. 3 And this
is eternal life, that they know you the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent. 

ii) New covenant commandments foster the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD in
redeemed lives.

(3) Not a call to legalism but to love
(a) When the followers of Jesus keep the new covenant

commands they witness to the worthiness of the
Father, the love of Christ, and the wisdom and
power of the Holy Spirit.

(b) Not a call to legalistic practice of religious
functions.

(c) This is an exhortation to realized love overflowing
in practical devotion to our Creator and Savior.



(d) This is the fulfilment of “If you love me, keep my
commandments.”
i) The command, “keep my commandments,”

answers the question: “Since I love you, how
may I show you how much I love you?

ii) “What can I do to rightly and adequately
express my love for you, Jesus?”

iii) Jesus replies, “If you love me, you will keep
my commandments.”

d. This understanding of Jesus and his commands provides the
framework for understanding and implementing other new
covenant commands that come to us from the Holy Spirit through
inspired authors like Paul.

4. Answer to the question
a. Should not Christ be fully and accurately revealed in the

ethical lives His followers live in the world?
b. Yes. Absolutely. 

(1) But how?
(2) How can Christ be revealed accurately in the ethical lives

of His followers in the world?
II. Christ in the Commands of Paul in 1 Corinthians 16:12-18

A. Eight Imperatives Paul Passes Along to Christians
1. v. 12 - Don’t take sides in someone else’s conflict

a. Paul, Apollos, and the Corinthians
(1) Corinthians exalt Apollos and attack Paul
(2) Paul urges Apollos to go, demonstrating no jealousy of

Apollos
(3) Apollos refuses to go, demonstrating love and respect and

unity with Paul and refusing to become a pawn in
Corinthians sin!

b. Scripture
(1) Proverbs 26:17 (ESV) Whoever meddles in a quarrel not

his own is like one who takes a passing dog by the ears.
(2) 1 Thessalonians 4:11 (NIV) Make it your ambition to

lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work
with your hands, just as we told you, 

c. Example and Lesson
(1) “Parents Brawl During Youth Baseball Game After

Disagreeing with 13 year old Umpire (Mark Osborne, 6-19-
19)

(2) Morally wrong parents now trapped by their own pride
(a) Make excuses
(b) Make repentance

(3) Don’t get caught in this trap!
2. v. 13-14 - Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.



Let all that you do be done in love. 
a. Be watchful - 

(1) be in continuous readiness and alertness to learn,
(2) Don’t assume that where you are in your walk with the

Lord is the final goal.
b. Stand firm in the faith

(1) Lake Superior storm season
(a) The waves get blown about
(b) Ledge rock stands firm

(2) When it comes to the application of Christ-exalting faith in
real life, don’t give way to the world.

c. Act like men
(1) Figurative use of a word that means “manly”
(2) To exhibit courage in the face of danger, to be brave,

courageous
(3) Don’t be afraid to do the right thing, the thing Jesus would

do, even if it costs you greatly.
d. Be strong

(1) The idea here is an internal, spiritual, non-physical strength
(2) The implication is that the believer is to be sufficiently

strong as to be able to dominate any evil influence.
(a) Strong in faith
(b) Strong in the word
(c) Strong in obedience

(3) Complacency leads to spiritual death. Don’t die.
e. Let all that you do be done in love.

(1) Take an inventory of your mind, heart, and spirit. 
(2) If there is an attitude, an idea, a habit or choice that does

not have the love of Jesus written all over it, either abandon
it or have it transformed.

(3) Don’t indulge lovelessness.
3. v. 15-18 Two More Imperatives for Tonight: The Identity of Worthy

Heroes
a. v. 16 - Be subject to such as these
b. v. 18 - Give recognition to such men

B. Final Thoughts
1. The compound effect of Spirit-filled obedience and faithfulness to these 8

directives is Jesus Himself!
a. Lives lived within the these guidelines will radiate the very life and

love of Jesus, when those lives are lived by faith in Jesus and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

b. The only One who can obey God with perfect motive and perfect
practice is Christ.

2. These imperatives, given with the authority of commands, assume that we
who take them to heart have genuine saving faith in Jesus and are filled



with the sanctifying Holy Spirit. 
a. Before you adopt this life agenda, give your life to Christ.
b. Before you attempt to fulfil these commands, be filled with the

Holy Spirit.
(1) This life will require commitment and discipline, but it will

require more than your commitment and discipline. 
(2) This life requires Jesus.
(3) Without Him, you can do nothing.
(4) First put on Christ and he will place on you the robe of

faithfulness.
C. Closing Prayer

Jesus, do we love you? Do you live in us, so that we may heed these words and
live for you? Send your Spirit today and lead us to the cross and the tomb where
self-serving pride must be crucified and buried. Let us not attempt to live out your
life without you in our lives. Let the life we live be lived not in the futile power of
our own efforts, but give us yourself and let us live by your power for your glory.
Jesus, take stock of our hearts and where they are deficient, supply our need. Take
stock of our mind, and where it is weak, make it strong. Take stock of our spirit,
and where it is dead, grant it new life. Come and live in us and with us and
through us, for your name’s sake and for the ever expanding knowledge of the
glory of the LORD in the world, and for our eternal joy. In Jesus’s name. Amen.


