
Christ in the Details
1 Corinthians 16:5-11

I. Christ in the Details of Everyday Life
A. Christian Proclamation as Disciple-making

1. Christian Duty to Proclamation (Usual Terms)
a. Preaching
b. Teaching
c. Witnessing (sitting down and telling our story or verbally

recounting the gospel in a particular relational setting)
d. Evangelizing (recounting the specifics of the gospel for the express

purpose of calling for a decision)
2. Opportunity to Proclaim as Life Action Not Just Life Event

a. Paul’s planning demonstrates that Christ can be revealed in the
common details of our everyday lives.

b. While we will not in this life accomplish any perfect rendition of
Christ in our faithful efforts, we ought to, even in the ordinary
details of planning and sharing life together, demonstrate the
wisdom and power of God’s work to make us like Jesus.

c. September 14, 2019 A little whiff'll do ya By Richard Jack Rail
(1) Political satire

(a)  A New York politician from the Bronx was to
make it illegal to sell menthol and other mint-
flavored cigarettes
i) Not because cigarette smoking in unhealthy
ii) But because the aroma of mint is offensive

to many people
(b) Response

i) Make it illegal to leave home with bad
breath

ii) Make it illegal to go out in public with body
odor

iii) Make it illegal to take off your shoes when
you enter someone else’s home thus
publically airing out your smelly feet

iv) Make all scents, including hairspray,
deodorant, laundry soap illegal when anyone
else can smell them

(2) My response to Herb
(a) “One wonders at the principle that requires others to

live to the least level of comfort, convenience, and
personal preference in order to serve the needs of
others. Sounds so religious, like Jesus or something,
like some God from heaven divesting himself of
glory and taking on the form of a servant in order to



offer up his very life on behalf of others. Who does
that? Who searches for ways to serve others through
self-sacrifice? 

(b) “Okay, that’s a little satire of my own, but think
about it. What the legislator in New York is
attempting to do is apply a Christian life choice, of
which Jesus is the prime example, but to do so
without Jesus. He is attempting to force through law
what ought to be freely offered through love:
willingness to spend myself on behalf of others for
the sake of Christ. The law of the world says, “Do it
because I want you to!” The love of Christ says,
“I’ll do it (give up something for the benefit of
others, even enemies) because I am free to and I
want to, because the love Of God in Christ
gloriously compels me to and I am happy to do it.”

(c) “Sure, when the world tries to force us into the mold
of love, it is ludicrous, because the world knows
nothing of true love. But should not we, who know
the heart of love, not take the lead and rather than
ridicule the absurdity of the effort through burning
political satire, demonstrate the worthiness of love
in Christ through willing self-sacrifice in our lives?”

(3) In other words, should we not, as followers of Jesus being
made over into his likeness, exhibit the nature of redeeming
grace in even the details of our lives, like refraining from
too much after shave in enclosed spaces for the sake of
others?

d. Shouldn’t the lives of those who know and love Jesus radiate
Him not just in the words we proclaim but in little details of
the ordinary lives we live?

B. Four Ways Christ is Revealed in the Details of Everyday Life Practice
II. Four Ways Christ is Revealed in the Details (1 Corinthians 16:5-11)

A. Spend Time for the Sake of Love
1. Paul’s travels plans reveal Christ in the details

a. Evolving Plans
(1) Was: travel from Ephesus and pass through Corinth on the

way to Macedonia, then back to Corinth and on to
Jerusalem

(2) Became: Travel to Macedonia, pass through Thessalonika
and Philippi on the way to Corinth, then spend time in
Corinth before moving on.

b. Gary Chapman The Five Love Languages (Chicago:Northfield
Publishing, 1992)
(1) The Five Love Languages (ways give and receive love)



(a) Words of Affirmation
(b) Quality Time
(c) Gifts
(d) Acts of Service
(e) Physical Touch

(2) Quality Time
(a) “Giving someone you undivided attention.”
(b) “When I sit on the couch with my wife and give her

twenty minutes of my undivided attention, and she
does the same for me, we are giving each other
twenty minutes of life. We will never have those
twenty minutes again; we are giving our lives to
each other.”

c. Given the nature of the letter he has just written and they have just
read, Paul wants to invest not only his authoritative instruction in
those he loves, but his life as well. He wills to give them quality
time.

2. Jesus and the Gift of Quality Time
a. John 1:14 (ESV) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

b. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
(1) Gr. Eskonsen; ensconced
(2) Settled in, pitched his tent, 

(a) built his house, made the decision to put down roots
and join us in the living of life.

(b) When Linda and I built our house we were often
asked by colleagues, “So, you plan on being there a
while?” or “You plan on settling in there?”

(c) Idea of permanent residence, full participation in
place and people

(3) Jesus does not merely pass through history on His way
to some place or someone more important.
(a) Nor does he “pass through” a life identifying sin,

casting judgment, and abandoning us in our grief.
(b) Jesus tarries.

i) He stays. He abides. He makes his home in
us. He never leaves us.

ii) Through thick and thin, Jesus is there.
iii) Through sorrow and joy, through sin and

victory, through conflict and fellowship
Christ stays to form the glory of God in us
and spread the knowledge of the glory of
God through us.

(c) “I will be with you, even to the end of the age!”



3. How may Christ be revealed in the details of our every day lives?
Spend time with one another for the sake of love.
a. Sit down and stay a while. 

(1) Plan for Coffee After
(2) Arrange regular visits in one another’s homes, play a game,

eat a meal, read the Bible, pray about important things
b. Intentionally share some experiences

(1) Attend a school event (sports/theater) that our kids are
participating in, then make a point of sitting down and
talking about it with them afterward.

(2) Visit the Care Center on Thursday afternoon and play
Bingo with the residents.

c. Commit to spending time with one another than centers on spiritual
development
(1) Prayer Gatherings

(a) Tuesday morning 8:30
(b) Tuesday evening 6:30 (men)
(c) Wednesday evening 6:30

(2) Bible studies - spend quality time exploring the
implications of God’s word for life
(a) Two adult Sunday school classes
(b) Sunday evening
(c) Home study on Mondays
(d) Ladies study on Tuesday
(e) Church study on Wednesday

4. Intentionally spending time with one another for the sake of love
reveals Christ in the everyday details of our lives.

B. The Other Three Ways Christ is Revealed in the Details of Our Everyday
Lives (Tonight’s message)
1. Include others in our ministry
2. Prioritize the gospel, even under adversity
3. Personally support the servants of Christ when they come to minister to

you.
C. Final Admonition

1. Reveal Christ in the details of your everyday lives
2. Spend time with one another for the sake of love
3. Or, as Jesus put it, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”


