
When Love Comes to Church (Part 1)
Joshua 7:1-12; Leviticus 4:13-14; 1 Corinthians 12:26, 14:26

Proposition: Sin in the body impacts the entire body and must be dealt with by the body.

I. Israel’s Story
A. Review

1. 40 years of wandering ended
2. Crossing the Jordan
3. Fall of Jericho

a. Miracle of faithfulness
b. Charam - 

(1) devoted entirely and utterly to God through complete
destruction

(2) nothing left to human use, benefit, or relationship
B. Ai

1. Report of the spies - easy peasy
2. Result of the battle - 36 dead, Israel routed
3. Joshua’s lament before God
4. God’s response

a. Joshua 7:1 (ESV) But the people of Israel broke faith in regard
to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi,
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted
things. And the anger of the LORD burned against the people of
Israel. 

b. Joshua 7:11-12 (ESV) 11 Israel has sinned; they have
transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and
put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the people of
Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs
before their enemies, because they have become devoted for
destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the
devoted things from among you.
(1) Israel has sinned
(2) Israel has violated the terms of the covenant

(a) Ancient days - infraction of Law
(b) New Covenant - infraction of Love

(3) Result - 
(a) they have become as their sin; they have become

devoted to destruction
(b) Forfeit God’s blessing as a people until they deal

with the sin as a people
C. Individual sin, corporate impact

1. Achan
a. Lots drawn to discover guilty party



b. Achan taken
(1) Confesses 
(2) Stoned: 

(a) Achan and all he possessed
(b) Achan became the sin and all he possessed became

charam
c. Even though only one man among the people sinned, God held the

entire people guilty of the one man’s sin.
d. Not until the entire people dealt with the one man’s sin would

the people of God experience the full blessing of covenant with
God

2. Nothing New Here
a. Examples

(1) Leviticus 4:13-14
(2) Experience in the Wilderness
(3) The Garden of Eden: God applied the guilt of one man to

the entire people that came from him.
b. Sin is the enemy of God’s holiness and glory 

(1) therefore the enemy of God’s people who exist in holiness
for His glory.

(2) Therefore God’s people, of every age, under either
covenant must be a people who deal with sin
individually and as a people

II. Why should the local church deal corporately with personal sin?
A. 5 Reasons

1. It is commanded for God’s glory and that should be enough
2. Sin left unchallenged “crucifies Christ” and that should break our hearts
3. Unconfessed sin robs the soul of life and joy and that should arouse our

love
4. Persistent sin destroys the validity of the church’s witness in the world and

that should ignite our passion for Christ
a. Jesus said, “They’ll know you are my disciples by your love.”
b. If our love is absent or corrupt then the reality of Christ is hidden

by us from the world.
5. Unconfessed sin quenches the Holy Spirit and deprives the church of the

fullness of God’s blessing and that should motivate our most dire concern
B. What sins are we talking about?

1. Examples
a. Galatians 5:19-21 (ESV) 19 Now the works of the flesh are

evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,
dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things
like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

b. Mark 7:21-23 (ESV) 21 For from within, out of the heart of man,



come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they
defile a person.”

2. Pick one: Slander
a. Definition

(1) Telling lies about someone to someone else in order to
boost your own position

(2) Telling the truth about someone in order to destroy them
and boost your own ego

b. Christian, to sin in any of these ways is to act without love for God
and without love for one’s neighbor/brother

c. Sin is lovelessness at its worst
d. Paul writes, “Pursue love.”

C. 6th Reason: Personal sin and the lack of the church’s response to sin
demonstrate denial of the covenant of love which Christ has instituted in His
own body and blood, his death on the cross.
1. When love comes to church, love acts faithfully for God’s glory and

the good of God’s people.
2. When there is sin in the body, the pursuit of love requires we commit

together to deal with sin.
3. When there is sin in the body, we cannot go on with life as usual, we

cannot, with integrity, participate in the body and blood of Jesus in symbol
when we are not willing to participate in fact by dealign with sin and He
did with His body and blood.

III. What can we do?
A. Actions to take

1. Confess
a. 1 John 1:8-9 (ESV) 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 

b. Own our sin and surrender to God’s mercy in Christ 
2. Repent
3. Receive forgiveness
4. Reconcile

a. Matthew 5:23-24 (ESV) 23 So if you are offering your gift at the
altar and there remember that your brother has something
against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

5. Walk humbly with God
a. Micah 6:8 (ESV) He has told you, O man, what is good; and

what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

B. Communion



1. Always available in Christ to the penitent, obedient, faithful heart
2. Today, there is sin in the church and before we can commune with Christ

at the table, we need to commune with him in faith and obedience


