
The Spirit, the Body, and the Gifts: Varieties of Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4-11

I. Thanks for the examples of gifts at work while I was away
A. Thanks

1. John & Dave
2. John & Laurie Hill, Worship Team
3. Mark Beck & Michael Crotteau

B. Invitation/Expectation that others will also find and use their gifts
1. 1 Corinthians 12:7 (ESV) To each is given the manifestation of the

Spirit for the common good.
2. 1 Peter 4:7-11 (ESV) 7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-

controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all,
keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9

Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s
varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God;
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in
order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

II. Questions of the text
A. Seven Questions

1. 12:1-3 Question: How does a spiritual gift differ from a natural talent, a
learned skill, or a called position?

2. 12:4 Why tell us there are varieties of gifts?
3. 12:7 What does “Manifestation” mean?
4. 12:7 What is the common good God intends to accomplish with

spiritual gifts?
5. 12:28 What gifts has God appointed here at Cornerstone?
6. 14:1 What role does love play in spiritual gifts?
7. 14:26 What does edification of the church mean and why is it a priority?

B. Today’s Question: Why does God tell us that there are varieties of gifts?
III. Varieties of Gifts

A. The Word Paul Uses - Define “varieties” and note the use of the word in the
paragraph
1. Definition

a. To divide and distribute to persons on the basis of certain implied
distinctions or differences
(1) Various gifts are allotted
(2) Various aspects are expected

b. To various members of the community
2. Use

a. V. 4-6 great diversity: one God!
b. V. 11 - One God dividing to each as He wills
c. All gifts have a single source and a single purpose



(1) Charles Hodge - “They are all and equally gifts of the
Spirit, modes of serving the Son, and effects due to the
efficiency of the Father.”

(2) All gifts come from God, are distributed according to God’s
purpose, and serve God’s mission to fill the earth with the
knowledge of His glory.

B. The Problem Paul Addresses: Human divisions versus divine distribution
1. “Paul discusses how the Spirit operates in the life of the individual

Christian in such a way that he or she discovers” the nature and power of
God’s work in their lives for His glory

2. Rampant pride and false humility
a. Varieties

(1) Root word - division
(2) Consistent problem - division

b. Both pride and false humility lead to 
(1) self-exaltation
(2) disobedience
(3) sin

(a) God made me more special than you - (glorifies me
and diminishes you) 

(b) God made you more special than me - (glorifies me
and diminishes God)

3. Why does Paul tell us about varieties of gifts? Because of the tendency of
the sin tainted heart to make the work of God in our lives more about us
and less about God.

C. The Parameters Paul Proposes
1. Everyone has a grace gift apportioned not according to their personal

worthiness but God’s infinite wisdom.
2. Grace gifts may or may not be duplicated in a given congregation and not

every expression of a gift with be implemented in the same way
a. All Israel got an inheritance
b. Not everyone got the same inheritance
c. Everyone who got an inheritance inhabited that inheritance in their

own way.
3. If you are a genuine believer in Jesus Christ, called and elect by God

and saved by grace, God has given you His Spirit and His Spirit has
given you a gift to use in the church as a means for your full
participation in God’s mission to fill the earth with the knowledge of
His glory.
a. You do have a gift

(1) No one is gifted in everything but everyone is gifted in
something.

(2) You may not have the same gift anyone else does
(3) If you have the same gift as someone else, you may not

engage that gift in the same way.



b. Key: God gives various gifts
(1) For His glory
(2) For your joy: varies them to reduce comparison of function

and significance
(3) To demonstrate His glory among the nations: observant

sinner: “Hey, maybe there is a place in this kingdom of God
for me.

c. You do have opportunity!
(1) Easter Absences
(2) Easter Opportunities

4. Humbling Reality: 
a. 25years ago (24 as full time pastor) God brought me to you

because He knew you needed the gifts He has given me, but that is
not all. 25 yeas ago God brought Linda and I to you because He
knew how desperately we need the gifts He has given you.

b. Discover your gift and whatever it is put it into practice with
all your heart and all His might.


