
All Things Are From God
1 Corinthians 11:2-16

I. The Rules of the Game
A. The World Series (2018)

1. LA Dodgers vs Boston Red Sox
2. 3 games in Boston leads the series 3-1 (9-6 Sat PM)
3. Game tonight at 7:15

B. Every game has rules and following insures a successful win.
1. Successfully interpreting and understanding God’s word in general and 1

Corinthians 11:2-16 in particular, requires knowing and following the
rules.

2. General Rules for Understanding Paul’s Teaching in 1 Cor 11:2-16
a. Glory characterizes every aspect of God’s person, therefore, glory

is the sum total of all God’s perfections.
(1) Moses asks to see God (Exodus 33:18)
(2) God agrees to allow His goodness to to pass by and then

declares His goodness to be the same as His glory (33:22)
(3) The essence of who and what God is is glory!

b. God’s glory (the complete reality of all that He is) is the source and
the cause and the reason for the greatest joy that exists.
(1) Isaiah 48:9-11 (ESV) 9 “For my name’s sake I defer my

anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I
may not cut you off. 10 Behold, I have refined you, but not
as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. 11

For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how
should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to
another.

(2) All God does He does for His glory
(a) God chose his people for his glory: He chose us in

Him before the foundation of the world, that we
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5
He predestined us to adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of
His grace. (Ephesians 1:4-6, cf. vv. 12, 14, NASB)

(b) God created us for his glory: Bring my sons from
afar and my daughters from the end of the earth,
every one who is called by my name, whom I
created for my glory. (Isaiah 43:6-7) 

(c) Jesus sought the glory of his Father in all he did:
The one who speaks on his own authority seeks
his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of
him who sent him is true, and in him there is no
falsehood. (John 7:l8) 



(d) Jesus warned that not seeking God’s glory makes
faith impossible: How can you believe, when you
receive glory from one another and do not seek the
glory that comes from the only God? (John 5:44) 

(e) God forgives our sins for his own sake: 
i) I, I am he who blots out your

transgressions for my own sake, and I will
not remember your sins. (Isaiah 43:25)

ii) For your own name’s sake, O Lord, pardon
my guilt, for it is great. (Psalm 25:11) 

(f) Even in wrath God’s aim is to make known the
wealth of his glory: Desiring to show his wrath and
to make known his power, [God] has endured with
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for
destruction, in order to make known the riches of
his glory for vessels of mercy, which he prepared
beforehand for glory. (Romans 9:22-23) 

c. The greatest privilege that can possibly exist is the privilege of
joining God in the joy He has in His own glory.

d. The greatest gift God could offer anyone or anything other than
Himself is the privilege to be filled with joy in the glory of God.

e. God’s mission and goal for creation is that all creation be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, which will magnify
the value of His glory and multiply the joy of others in His glory
(which also magnifies the glory of His glory.)
(1) Habakkuk 2:14 (ESV) For the earth will be filled with

the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea.

(2) Heaven/hell/the earth
(a) Heaven is already filled with His glory
(b) Hell, by divine action, is surrounded by but utterly

deprived of even a hint of God’s glory
(c) What is left of creation that can be filled with His

glory is the earth and all them that dwell therein.
(d) God actively declares His intention to make earth

more like heaven and less like hell by filling earth
with the experiential knowledge of His glory
through the salvation, sanctification, and
glorification of His people

(3) God created order out of chaos as an expression of His
glory (a process continually at work in the lives of
redeemed people)

(4) Order in creation glorifies the God of creation!
f. The order in creation, properly understood and maintained in

the church and in the lives of God’s people, glorifies God and



furthers His mission to fill the earth with the knowledge of His
glory!

C. How this relates to 1 Corinthians 11:2-16
1. The point of 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 is not that women should have long

hair and men should get short haircuts.
2. The point of 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 is that in the church, and

especially when the church gathers for worship, the distinctiveness
between men and women (which represents creation order) and
between godly men and women and worldly men and women (which
represents new creation order) should be carefully maintained so that
nothing detracts from the glory of the God we worship.

II. Conclusion
A. The greatest privilege that exists in all creation is to know and love God in all

His glory.
B. God has saved us in and through Christ to know and love God’s glory above

all else in life.
C. Take Home Questions

1. Have you come to faith in Christ so that your heart is now free to love God
in all His glory?

2. If not
a. Today is the day of salvation.
b. Today is the day to embrace God’s grace and commit to God’s

glory
3. If so, 

a. Do my life style choices glorify God and bring honor to me?
b. Does the way I dress, the way I talk, the way I behave, the way I

think in public and in private, serve God’s glory or my own ego?
c. When I make the choices I make on a daily basis, do those choices

demonstrate that Christ is the great love of my life or is it clear that
I love myself most?

d. When I gather with God’s people for worship, is it obvious through
our personal or corporate choices that we are aligned with God for
His glory or is what we do all about us?

D. God has declared that the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD and
that you who believe are to be the human agency of the divine mission.
1. Is God’s glory your personal mission?
2. Ask God to lead you to scripture, and faith, and action that make His glory

your mission.


