
When the Gospel is Your Life Priority
1 Corinthians 9:24-11:1 (10:1-13)

I. Mountain out of a molehill?
A. Is Paul’s answer too much?

1. Question: Are we to eat meat offered to idols?
a. Yes, but . . .
b. But you are not free to indulge your freedom in such a way as to

undermine the faith of others with less understanding of spiritual
freedom than you have.

c. Yes, but love must prevail over freedom!
2. Potential Corinthian response: Mountain out of a molehill?

B. Paul’s expanded response: 
1. There is love that wins and loves that loses.

a. Following the command of Jesus, Paul calls the Corinthians to a
life of love

b. Following the teaching and example of Jesus, Paul limits the
strategy for success to that prescribed by God
(1) Proverbs 19:21 (ESV) Many are the plans in the mind of

a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand. 
(2) Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) Many are the plans in a man’s

heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.
(3) Proverbs 14:12 (ESV) There is a way that seems right to

a man, but its end is the way to death.
(4) John 14:6 (ESV) Jesus answered, “I am the way, the

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”

2. Illustrations
a. Illustration from Grecian athletic competition

(1) Races
(a) All run
(b) One wins

(2) Boxing
(a) Both punch
(b) Winner focus, loser flails

b. Illustration from OT and Israelite history
(1) All vs “Some of them”

(a) All
i) Under the cloud - God’s guiding presence
ii) Passed through the red sea - God’s

delivering power
iii) Baptized into Moses - God’s ruling wisdom
iv) Ate the same food and drank the same drink

- God’s providing grace
(b) What happened?



i) 1 Corinthians 10:5 (ESV) Nevertheless,
with most of them God was not pleased, for
they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

ii) Why? 1 Corinthians 10:6 (ESV) Now these
things took place as examples for us, that
we might not desire evil as they did. 

(2) “Some of them”
(a) Some were idolaters - investing ultimate love and

trust in someone or something other than God for
one’s personal well-being.

(b) Some were sexually immoral - investing ultimate
love and trust in someone or something other than
God for personal pleasure and satisfaction

(c) Some were rebellious - investing ultimate love and
trust in themselves for their own well-being

(d) Some were grumblers - investing ultimate love and
trust in their own expectations or opinions rather
than God’s promises for their own good.

II. Paul’s conclusion, advice, application
A. Conclusion: 1 Corinthians 10:11(ESV) 11 Now these things happened to them

as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the
end of the ages has come. 

B. Advice: 1 Corinthians 10:12 (ESV) 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he
stands take heed lest he fall.

C. Application: 1 Corinthians 10:13 (ESV) No temptation has overtaken you that
is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

III. Conclusions for Us
A. There is one race, and you ought to run to win.
B. There is love that wins and love that loses.

1. Love that builds up and enables others to find new life and a deep spiritual
life in Christ wins.

2. Selfish love that destroys others and ultimately the self is love that loses.
C. The best way to gain winning love is to humbling love and serve Christ and

allow Him to fill you with His love for God and His love for others.
1. There is no other way.

a. There is love that wins and love that loses.
b. Christ’s love wins.

2. All other loves lose.
D. Trust the examples; run to win, choose love.


