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INTRODUCTION

Telling The Most Important Person the Most Important Thing

I want you this morning to think of the most important young person in your life. Could be a son or
daughter, a grand child, a niece or nephew, or a friend, or student. And not just the most important
young person, but the one most likely to face the battle of faith and live out their lives proclaiming
the gospel of Jesus in word and deed. They may or may not be in career ministry, but they are
someone in whom the Spirit of Christ and the gospel resides.

Now, [ want you to imagine that you have one last opportunity to inform, instruct, and encourage
them before you leave the earth. You have spoken Gods’ word into their lives. You have set them an
example worthy of following of a faithful, faith-filled life. You have mentored them in the ways of
faith and discipled them in the life and teachings of Jesus. You have prayed to be filled not with a
spirit of fear but with the Spirit of God, the Spirit of power and love and self-control. You have
walked with them and loved them and pointed them to Christ and now, now at the end of your life
you have one last opportunity to share your heart with them. What would you say? What would you
tell them? What would be the most important statement you would speak into their life, into their
heart and mind and spirit at the end of your life?

Paul and Timothy

The answer to that question is the task Paul sets for himself in his second letter to Timothy. Paul
knows that the time of his departure has come. He declares that he has fought the good fight, he has
finished the race, he has kept the faith. His reward, a crown of righteousness awaits, and he has a
final word for Timothy, his son in the faith.

The text we read together a few minutes ago is a small part of Paul’s final message, but it contains
the central message of Paul’s faith, of Paul’s life, and of the gospel message Paul has preached since
the days of his conversion on the road to Damascus. The message upon which Paul’s life and faith
hinges is found in chapter 2 verse 8:

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in
my gospel.

At the heart of his message to Timothy, and his message to us, is this command: “Remember Jesus
Christ.” Take note of this word “remember” because it is a word of force. Though Paul has used it

elsewhere, this is the only time he uses this word with Timothy. Paul uses a word that goes beyond

just a casual recollection. When Paul tells Timothy, and those who would be like Timothy — loving
Jesus and sharing the good news of Jesus through their words and their lives — when Paul tells us to
“remember,” what he wants us to understand is this: Constantly, continuously, in every moment of

life that can be labeled “now,” know, live, teach, preach, and respond to the world in light of Jesus

Christ, risen from the dead.



Jesus Christ is to be foremost in your thinking and the priority of your living. Think of Jesus when
you rise and think of Jesus when you lay your head upon the pillow at the end of the day. Begin your
work with Jesus in your heart and in your thoughts so that throughout the day, as you world on behalf
of yourself or others, you will do so as unto the Lord Himself. When you teach your children, teach
them of Jesus and teach them like Jesus. When you are filled with joy let it center around Jesus and
when sorrow intrudes on your heart, bring your heart to Jesus. Draw your strength from Jesus and lay
your weakness before Jesus. When you go to the grocery, take Jesus with you and introduce him to
everyone you meet. Use your words for Jesus and let the look on your face shine like Jesus and let
every imagination of your heart yield to Jesus.

Are you serving others today? Serve Jesus as you serve them and serve them Jesus. Are you paying
taxes today? Pay them with confidence in God’s provision through Jesus. Are you confronting sin
and doing battle against bad habits and entrenched rebellion? Fight the evil one in the victory of
Jesus. Having lunch with friends? Don’t forget to thank Jesus. Listen, your friends will not care if
you stop and gently say, “I’d like to say grace and thank Jesus for what He’s given us.” They’1l put
their forks down and let you pray. And you know, some of them will be glad. And more than that,
next time they’ll be waiting for you. And one day, because you remember Jesus, you’re going to get
to pray for them and with them about other things close to their heart. Let God’s people “remember
Jesus.”

FOUR IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT JESUS

Now, there are four important facts about Jesus at the heart of Paul’s command to remember Jesus.
We are first of all to remember that Jesus is the Christ. Then we are to remember that Jesus is the
offspring of David. Next, we are to remember that Jesus is risen from the dead. And finally we are to
remember that all of this is gospel, it is good news to be proclaimed no matter what.

Jesus Christ

First, we remember that Jesus is the Christ. “Jesus Christ” is not a swear word, nor is Christ just
Jesus’s last name. The name, Jesus, is the Hebrew word Yeshua and it means, literally, God saves.
The word “Christ” is from a Greek word that means “chosen” or “anointed.” Jesus is literally the
One chosen by God to save us from our sins. He is God’s unique and special provision.

The Bible informs us of three conditions that make Jesus important to us. First, the Bible
reveals that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Second, the Bible informs us in no
uncertain terms that “the wages of sin is death.” And third, we find in God’s word that the human
heart “is only inclined toward evil continually.” What this means is that each of us rebels against
God’s purpose for creating us, that we are subject to the penalty of our rebellion against our Creator,
and that there is nothing in us that would make us able or interested in doing anything about our
situation.

We, each of us and all of us, need a Savior. We need someone who can be what we cannot, who can
do what we will not, and who will be acceptable to God as a substitute. But if every human heart is
only inclined to evil continually, then who can help us? Only God can. Our Savior must come from
God and be God come in flesh, one of us, all of God. Jesus is God’s chosen Savior, God and man in
one.

(John 3:16-17 next page)



John 3:16-17 (ESV) ' “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. '’ For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him.

Jesus is the Christ. Remember this. Jesus is no ordinary man. He is fully God and fully man and He
comes to save.

The Offspring of David

That’s part of the reason Paul tells Timothy to remember that Jesus is the offspring of David. Yes,
God made a promise to King David that there would always be a descendent of David’s to sit on the
throne and rule over God’s people. Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise. And, Jesus is the
fulfilment of an even earlier promise that goes all the way back to the beginning of time. Read
Genesis 3:15 and you will find God making promises amid the curses that came as a result of Adam
and Eve’s first sin and disobedience. God, speaking to the serpent whom Satan used to deceive Eve,
says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring, he shall bruise your hear, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Jesus is the offspring of the woman who bruises the head of the serpent. But there is, I believe,
another reason Paul emphatically tells Timothy to remember that Jesus Christ is the offspring of
David. It is in contrast to the fact that Jesus is “risen from the dead.” As the offspring of David,
Jesus, the man who is God, really died.

One of the false teachings the opposition is going to raise that Paul is preparing Timothy to confront
is the assertion that Jesus did not rise from the dead, that there was no resurrection. Even on the day
of His crucifixion the Jews had his tomb sealed and guarded so no one could steal his body and then
report that he had risen from the dead as he claimed he would. By telling us to remember that Jesus

is the offspring of David, Paul tells us to remember this about Jesus, he was a man who was crucified
and died.

There are those even today, especially today, who, in their desire to deny and discredit the
resurrection claim that Jesus did not actually die on the cross. They tell us either that he just passed
out and was thought to be dead, or that he wasn’t really there at all and therefore could not have died.
Remember, Jesus Christ, the offspring of David, died.

Think about who knew that day that Jesus died. God knew it. The gospel accounts of the crucifixion
tell us that Jesus cried out with a loud voice saying, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”
And then he breathed his last. The soldiers came to break his legs to speed his death, but found he
had already died, so they stuck a spear in his side to certify his death. The soldiers knew he died. The
centurion standing there in charge of the whole affair, watched him die, and at his death said, “Surely
this man was the Son of God.” He then reported to Pilate that Jesus was dead, so even Pilate knew.

All the assembled crowd that had stood around mocking and sneering and patting themselves on the
back for ridding themselves of such an inconvenient, politically incorrect annoyance, “when they
saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts.” They went home mourning because



they knew Jesus died.

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, who came and took the body from the cross and wrapped it in
linen and 75 pounds of spices, knew he was dead. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses
saw them place him in the grave, wrapped in graveclothes. They saw them place the stone that
covered the way to the place of the dead. They knew Jesus died.

The curtain in the temple that split in two knew he died. The earth that shook and split at the moment
of his death knew. The chief priests and the Pharisees knew. And folks, the angel sitting on the stone
three days later knew Jesus died. He said to the women who came that morning, “You seek Jesus
who was crucified. He is not here.”

Jesus Christ, the offspring of David, died. And you need to remember. Because in His death, Jesus,
the sinless Son of God, the offspring of David, paid the penalty of death that sin requires. Jesus took
in his body the sins of us all and nailed them to the cross. He did not merely faint. He did not avoid
or circumvent the penalty prescribed for human sin by our holy and just Creator. Jesus died.
Remember. Remember.

Risen From the Dead

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David. Remember that Jesus died so
you will appreciate and remember that he rose from the dead. Christ’s resurrection was more than
just another demonstration of God’s power, like raising Lazarus from the dead or feeding the five
thousand. Jesus’ resurrection is a permanent condition. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is God’s
seal of approval on the sinless life and substitutionary, sacrificial death of Jesus. Had Jesus sinned
He would have died for His sin and stayed dead. Had Jesus displeased the Father in any way, He
would have died and He would have stayed dead. But God raised Him from the dead because
everything Jesus was, everything Jesus said, everything Jesus did was intimately and completely in
accord with the Father’s will, the Father’s purpose, and the Father’s heart. Christ’s resurrection is the
Father’s acceptance of His offering for sin in your place and mine.

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David. Remember because
resurrection only applies to dead people. If Christ has not died, there is no resurrection. If there is no
resurrection, there is no satisfaction of justice. If there is no satisfaction of justice, there is no
salvation. If there is no salvation, there is no forgiveness of sin. And if there is no forgiveness, there
is no hope and nothing left for us but an expectation of judgment.

But, I tell you this morning, this glorious resurrection Sunday morning, “Remember:
Christ is risen from the dead!
Christ is risen, indeed!

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

The Lord is risen!
The Lord is risen, indeed!”



As Preached in My Gospel

“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel.”
In His death the offspring of David assured us of His humanity; by His resurrection, of His divinity.
That He was not crucified for His own sin appears from His resurrection; that He was crucified
shows that He bore sin, on Him, though not in Him. This is the gospel. This is the good news which
Christ brought not only in His words but in His life, in His death, in His resurrection. God sees us in
our sinfulness and need, and God accepts the sacrificial death of Jesus on our behalf, and when we
put our faith in Christ, God forgives our sin on Christ’s account, and grants to us a new heart, a new
spirit, a new life, and a new destiny.

“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel.”
At the end of his life, the single most important command Paul leaves with Timothy, using a word he
uses no where else with Timothy, Paul says, “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the
offspring of David, as preached in my gospel.”

The Two Questions

This brings each of us to one of two questions. The first question is this: have you put your faith in
Jesus Christ and accepted Him as the Savior God sent on your behalf to pay the penalty of your sins
and through Whom you can find God’s forgiveness and eternal life? Do you actually have something
to remember this morning, a personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus? Have you
responded to this good news and obeyed God’s call to faith? Christ’s death on the cross was for you.
His resurrection is proof of God’s promise to rescue you from judgment and death when you put
your faith in Christ. Have you believed? Today is your day. Remember Jesus Christ, God’s chosen
Savior, risen from the dead, the offspring of David as preached in my gospel and give yourself to
Him.

The second question comes to all of us who have believed and acted in faith on God’s promise. The
question is this: Will you “remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David as
preached in my gospel”? Will you move Him from the background to the foreground of your life?
Will you think of Him first, and not as an afterthought when you’ve made your own plans for your
life? Will you seek Him out more fervently than any other relationship? Will you value Him as He
deserves and speak of Him to your friends and family? You show pictures of your grandchildren to
everyone who give you a chance, you show pictures of your dinner, and your accomplishments, and
your political leanings all over Facebook, will you show Jesus all over your life as well, if not
instead? Christian, Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David is the heart of the faith.
Remember. Remember. Remember.

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

The Lord is risen!
The Lord is risen, indeed!

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!



