
Advent Sunday #1- To The Praise of His Glory
Ephesians 1:13-14

I. Advent - A Season for Glory
A. Paul points us to glory

1. Three times in the description of God’s blessings
a. V. 5 - to the praise of his glorious grace
b. V. 13 - to the praise of his glory
c. V. 14 - to the praise of his glory

2. God’s glory
a. Not something God possesses that is outside himself
b. God’s glory is the essence of that God is

(1) Grace is glorious
(2) Love is glorious
(3) Justice is glorious
(4) The essential quality of every and all God’s perfections is

glory
3. God’s word reveals both the nature of God’s glory and the relationship His

people have ot His glory
a. The fact of God’s glory explains why God does what God does in

creation
b. The fact of God’s glory explains why God does what He does in

salvation
(1) God’s glory provides the framework for understanding

God’s work in foreknowledge, predestination, human
depravity, unconditional election, Christ’s death on the
cross, saving grace, 

(2) God’s glory puts the ongoing mission and work of the Holy
Spirit, of the church, and of the Christian in perspective

c. The fact of God’s glory directs the course and the content of the
life of faith.

B. Some Advent Questions About God’s Glory
1. How concerned is God for His glory?
2. How do people like us encounter God’s glory?
3. What is the difference between God’s personal glory and the glory found

in creation?
4. How does a baby born 2000 years ago lead us to love God’s glory today?

II. How concerned is God with His own glory? (Two Indicators)
A. God does not share His glory

1. Two verses in Isaiah
a. Isaiah 42:8 (ESV) 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I

give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.
b. Isaiah 48:11 (ESV) 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it,

for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to
another.



2. Two facts regarding God’s concern for His glory
a. God does not give His glory to other gods
b. God does not give His glory to other powers.
c. God alone is God and God alone is worthy of praise, worthy of

worship of devotion, worthy of the commitment of our lives
3. Jesus Christ is God come in human flesh

a. John 17:5 (ESV) 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world
existed.

b. Jesus deserves whatever response God in all His glory deserves
from us
(1) Worship
(2) Trust
(3) Obedience

B. God makes the full, experiential realization and recognition of His glory the
purpose for creation
1. The Revelation of God’s goal for creation

a. Habakkuk 2:14 (ESV) 14 For the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

b. Numbers 14:21 (ESV) 21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth
shall be filled with the glory of the LORD,

c. Psalm 57:5 (ESV) 5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let
your glory be over all the earth!

d. Psalm 72:19 (ESV) 19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may
the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen!

e. Isaiah 6:3 (ESV) 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy,
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory!”

f. Revelation 21:24 (ESV) 24 By its light will the nations walk, and
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,

2. God created all He created for the purpose of fully manifesting His glory
in something other than Himself so that others could share, not His glory,
but His delight and joy in His own perfections, which aloe are worthy of
divine devotion.

III. The Point of Contact:
A. Where does God’s concern for His glory intersect my life?

1. If God is eminently concerned for His glory and the manifestation of His
glory in the world,

2. And if you belong to God by faith in Jesus Christ, as both a child of God
and a servant of God,

3. Then what are you eminently concerned about?
a. Personal quality of life or manifestation of divine glory?

4. If God does all that He does in the world and in salvation and in your life
for His glory, then why do you do what you do?

B. Practical Applications



1. Parents 
a. Why do you discipline your kids in the manner that you do?
b. How would your methods change is you acted for the praise of

God’s glory each time you corrected your children?
(1) God does this
(2) Do you?

2. Spouses
a. When you come to those inevitable moments when communication

breaks down and wills are at odds with each other, what are your
arguments like?

b. How would your relationship and communication change if you
did everything you do for the praise of God’s glory instead of the
advancement of your own agenda in your relationship?

3. Worshipers
a. What would change about your Sunday mornings if your sole

interest on a day devoted to worship was fully devoted to choosing,
planning and implementing every activity to the praise of His
glory?

b. How would your habits change, how would your choices regarding
personal and corporate worship change, if you stopped trying to get
God to share His glory with other things and devoted a day of rest
completely to the praise of His glory?

4. Workers
a. What would change in your life, what work habits would change if

you were to do what you do not for your boss or your company or
your paycheck but to demonstrate in your work the worthiness of
God to be worshiped?

b. You say you’ve committed your life by faith to Christ, what would
happen if you devoted your life to His glory?

By sending Jesus Christ into the world and calling us to faith in Him, God invites us to see
and know and love and devote ourselves to His glory so that we will join Him both in His
joy and in His purpose to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory.

Come to Christ and come to glory
Come to Christ, come to glory.


