
Wrap-up Responses
1 Cor 3:18 - 4:21

I. God’s concern that our lives be drawn closer together not farther apart
A. Jesus

1. Matthew 12:25 (ESV) Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against
itself will stand.

2. Satan’s strategy is a strategy of divide and conquer
a. Isolate us from one another emotionally
b. Isolate us from one another demographically
c. Isolate us form one another culturally
d. Isolate us for one another spiritually

3. Christ’s prayer is for unity
a. John 17:20-23 (ESV) 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those

who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one,
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us,
so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you
have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are
one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so
that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you
loved me.

b. Christian unity is the expected condition of Christ for the church
B. Paul

1. 1 Corinthians 1:10 (ESV) 10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you,
but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 

2. Division weakens the church and makes her vulnerable to the destructive work of
the evil one

3. Grounds for Unity in the Church
a. For the sake of the cross
b. On account of the new birth
c. Because of the Holy Spirit
d. For the goal of maturity
e. For the goal of grace
f. Because you are the temple of God in which He dwells

4. Paul calls for specific responses from Spirit-filled believers to this call to
unity

II. Five Wrap-up Responses to the Call to Unity in the Church
A. Five Responses

1. 3:18 Let no one deceive himself
2. 3:21 Let no one boast in men
3. 4:5 Do not pronounce judgment before the time
4. 4:6 Do not go beyond what is written
5. 4:16 Be imitators of me

B. Let no one deceive himself
1. Deceive 

a. thoroughly deluded



b. Self-Deception: Accepting what is false as true, or what is true as false, in
spite of evidence to the contrary.

2. The Emperor’s New Clothes (Hans Christian Anderson)
3. Dangers of Self-Deception

a. Deception is a tool of sin and leads to death
(1) Romans 7:11 (ESV) 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through

the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 
(2) Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death . . .

(a) Sin pretends to be desirable
(b) But offers only death

b. Deception is a tool of selfishness and leads to enslavement
(1) Romans 16:18 (ESV) 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord

Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery
they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

(2) Political campaigns - people attempting to get what they want from
you at your expense by telling you what you want to hear without
any real interest in serving you

c. Deception is a tool of pride and leads to foolishness
(1) 1 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV) 18 Let no one deceive himself. If

anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him
become a fool that he may become wise. 

(2) The Corinthians held up human wisdom as superior to revealed
wisdom. 

(3) They are deceived
d. Deception is a tool of Satan and leads to compromise

(1) 2 Corinthians 11:3 (ESV) 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent
deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

(2) She saw it was good for food
(a) No, it wasn’t
(b) God said eating it would kill her
(c) But the serpent removed the risk by creating doubt

i) Doubt led to compromise
ii) Compromise led to sin
iii) Sin led to death

(3) Compromise kills devotion
e. Deception is a tool of worldly culture and leads to despair

(1) 2 Thessalonians 2:3 (ESV) 3 Let no one deceive you in any way.
For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 

f. Deception is a tool against the vulnerable and leads to transgression
(1) 1 Timothy 2:14 (ESV) 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the

woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 
III. Let no one deceive himself

A. Biggest threat to faithful life is the lies we tell ourselves
B. Seeks the wisdom of God: to know it and obey it


