
The Indwelling, God-revealing Spirit
1 Corinthians 2:10-16

I. What am I thinking?
A. Volunteer Activity

1. Choose volunteer from audience
2. Question: What am I thinking at this very moment?
3. Inability to answer (“I can’t read your mind.”) exposes need for self-

revelation
B. God reveals His mind and heart through His Spirit

II. How does the Spirit operate in the believer?
A. v. 10 God the Holy Spirit reveals the wisdom of God in the message of the

cross
1. Imputed and consensual sin separates us, in guilt, from God
2. No effort of our can save us from the just wrath of God
3. God, in love, wisely chooses to save us Himself

a. God the Son comes and takes on human flesh
b. As a man, Jesus fulfills every righteous intention God had in

creating human beings
c. Jesus, innocent and without sin, God in human flesh, offered

Himself to God’s justice as an adequate representative and
substitute for all other human beings.

d. Jesus suffered and died on the cross, taking on himself the full
measure of God’s justice.

e. When we put our faith in Jesus and trust God to forgive our sins
based on Christ’s life and death, God forgives us and removes us
from the penalty we deserve.

f. This plan of God, electing human beings to be saved from eternal
punishment through faith in Jesus is the wisdom of God revealed
to us by the Spirit of God 

4. This wisdom makes no sense to those who tackle it without the Spirit.
5. The Spirit is the key to understanding the thoughts and actions of

God.
B. v. 11 God the Holy Spirit comprehends the thoughts of God
C. v. 12a  God the Holy Spirit lives in believers

1. God the Holy Spirit enables us to understand the thoughts of God
2. God the Holy Spirit teaches us spiritual truth
3. God the Holy Spirit is the mind of Christ in the believer!

III. How can I receive the Holy Spirit so I can understand God?
A. The validity of the question: what we ought to be

1. Scripture Prayers for Spiritual People
a. Ephesians 1:15-21 (ESV) 15 For this reason, because I have heard

of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of



glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

b. Philippians 1:9-11 (ESV) 9 And it is my prayer that your love may
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.

c. Colossians 1:9-14 (ESV) 9 And so, from the day we heard, we
have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be strengthened
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance
and patience with joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He
has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins. 

2. Because God gives the Holy Spirit we should abound in the grace that
comes from knowing God as only the Holy Spirit can teach us.
a. If we do not love God and the things of God in increasing measure,

then something of God may be missing from our lives.
b. If we do not grow in grace and mercy and compassion and joy and

kindness and self-control, then something of God may be missing
from our lives

c. If worship and witness are merely entertainment options easily
neglected in favor of more pleasurable pursuits, then something of
God may be missing from our lives.

d. If our personal holiness and devotion to God is no more evident in
the world than that of our unbelieving neighbor, then something of
God is definitely missing from our lives.

B. How to receive and be filled with the Holy Spirit (3 Scriptures)
1. Assertions

a. If you have any genuine desire to follow Jesus Christ in faith and
be filled with the Spirit fo God and understand the thoughts and



ways of God, let me tell you, the Holy Spirit is already at work in
your life!  (1 Cor 2:14-16)

b. Not an option: Jesus Christ expects believers to be filled with the
Spirit as a result of His death and resurrection.  (John 14:16-17)

2. How to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38)
a. Confess your sin and receive God’s forgiveness through faith in

Jesus 
b. Be baptized - commit yourself, your whole life to living in faithful

covenant with God
3. How to be filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:15-20)

a. Make the best use of time (Hab. 2:14)
b. Understand what the will of the Lord is (and, by implication, do it!)
c. Abandon worldly coping mechanisms and worship God together
d. Give thanks for everything
e. Submit to one another in reverence for Christ: 

(1) give Jesus the opportunity to love you through those He
fills with His love.

(2) Keeping one another at arm’s length very often amounts to
keeping Christ at arm’s length.


