
I. We are not ignorant of the devil’s schemes
A. Paul reminds us 

1. in 2 Cor 2 
a. that we are not ignorant of the devil’s schemes, 
b. that we are aware of how he works to counter the advance of the

gospel and dim the glory of the Lord in the lives of God’s people. 
2. Eph 6

a. life of faith is a continual battle against he forces of evil in the
spiritual realm. 

B. Nehemiah’s efforts to restore the glory of God among the Jews of Jerusalem
illustrates the kinds of strategies the enemy will use to neutralize the testimony of
grace and glory God’s people bring to their world.
1. External efforts

a. Logistics of the project
b. Opposition from others

2. God’s response to the enemy’s schemes
a. God grants favor with the king
b. God grants favor with the people
c. God grants wisdom to the leaders
d. God works to fulfill the mission He has revealed to us to fill the

earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
3. Internal Threat

a. Until the day he is finally cast into the lake of fire expect Satan to
oppose the work of God

b. When he cannot succeed from the outside, he will work from the
inside.

II. Nehemiah 5:1-13
A. The problems as presented

1. The population is so vested in the wall building project, they have not been
farming or doing the work that provided for their families
a. “The people have a mind work”
b. But the work is taking all the time

2. There is a famine in the land
a. People are mortgaging their revenue sources in order to buy food.
b. They are incurring debt for their survival but are having to

surrender to others their means of repaying the debt
c. Because they are involved in the wall project

3. The rich are exploiting the situation for their own economic advantage
a. The people are working on the wall, there’s a famine, and the

king’s taxes are still due, and have to be paid
b. The people have to eat and pay taxes, but they have to work on the

wall as well
c. Rich: “You give us your lands as collateral and your children as



slaves to work off the debt, and we’ll loan you money to buy food
and pay taxes.”
(1) The problem here is not the interest, it’s the collateral
(2) The rich take from the poor the very means by which the

poor would otherwise repay the debt.
4. Satan’s scheme: fill the people with unmet need, injustice, greed, and

discontent, and the work on the wall will stop.
B. Nehemiah’s response to the threat against God’s glory

1. Takes the threat personally:
a. “very angry”
b. Anger at the things that threaten God’s glory in the world, in His

people, or in ourselves
2. Takes the threat prayerfully: “I took counsel with myself”

a. While anger may provide a motivation for transformation
b. Anger cannot be the motive for action.
c. Anger is not a fruit of the Spirit; self-control is.

3. Takes the threat to the perpetrators: “I brought charges against the nobles
and the officials”
a. Matthew 18: take the problem directly to the source
b. When we truly love one another, we will talk to one another about

the things that threaten the glory of God among us
(1) Married people: talk to each other
(2) Families: talk to each other
(3) Businesses: talk to each other
(4) Church: talk to each other

4. Takes the threat to the people: “I held a great assembly against them 8 and
said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back our Jewish
brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers
that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to
say.
a. When the problem involves everyone, and Satan is threatening

everyone
b. Let everyone be part of the solution

5. Takes the threat spiritually:  “The thing that you are doing is not good.
Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the
nations our enemies?”
a. The opinion of God that others gain through us matters!
b. Even if it is legal, if it dims or diminishes God’s glory it is wrong.
c. Colossians

(1) Colossians 3:17 (ESV) 17 And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

(2) Colossians 3:23 (ESV) 23 Whatever you do, work heartily,
as for the Lord and not for men, 

6. Takes the threat practically: 9 So I said, 10 Moreover, I and my brothers and



my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this
exacting of interest. 11 Return to them this very day their fields, their
vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of
money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.

7. Takes the threat seriously:
a. 12 Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from

them. We will do as you say.” 
b. And I called the priests and made them swear to do as they had

promised.
c.  13 I also shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So may God

shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does
not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” 

8. Takes the threat finally: And all the assembly said “Amen” and praised the
LORD. And the people did as they had promised.”

III. The advancement of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord matters most
A. The gospel in faith

1. The full expression of God’s glory mattered so much to God that He gave
His only begotten Son to the cross for our sins so that we would see the
magnificence of the glory of His love and justice

2. Take the gospel seriously
B. The gospel in life

1. There are many things that are lawful for Christians that, in a given
context, may not advance the glory of God in the moment among those
people

2. Put the glory of God first in your life!


