
Nehemiah: Truth from the Honor Roll
Nehemiah 3:1-32

I. Nehemiah’s Honor Roll
A. List of Rebuilding Participants

1. We know nothing of their lives other than their participation
2. We know nothing of their accomplishments other than the amount of wall
3. We know nothing of their personal faith other than their presence in the

project
B. So why take the time to even read the list?

II. Six Life Lessons You Can Learn from Those Who Invest in the Public Expression of
God’s Glory
A. You are not invisible to God .

1. Easy to think we are invisible when we seem unable to affect our
surroundings

2. But this list reminds us that we are not invisible to God
a. 2 Chronicles 16:9 (ESV) 9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and

fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those
whose heart is blameless toward him.

b. Psalm 34:15 (ESV) 15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the
righteous and his ears toward their cry. 

c. Proverbs 15:3 (ESV) 3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
keeping watch on the evil and the good. 

3. And not only is God looking on you, he is seeking for you!
a. Ezekiel 22:30 (ESV) 30 And I sought for a man among them who

should build up the wall and stand in the breach before me for the
land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none.

b. E.M. Bounds, Prayer and Praying Men, 
(1) “The Church is looking for better methods; God is looking

for better men.”
(2) “The glory and efficiency of the gospel is staked on the

men who proclaim it. When God declares that “the eyes of
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show
himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward him,” he declares the necessity of men and his
dependence on them as a channel through which to exert
his power upon the world.” 

(3) “What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or
better, not new organizations or more and novel methods,
but men whom the Holy Ghost can use—men of prayer,
men mighty in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow
through methods, but through men. He does not come on
machinery, but on men. He does not anoint plans, but
men—men of prayer.”

B. God welcomes everyone’s contribution to the success of His mission to fill the



earth with the knowledge of His glory.
1. Who you might expect to do the work of restoring the glory
2. Who you find doing the work of restoring the glory

a. Goldsmiths and perfumers (v. 8, 32)
b. Rulers (v.9)
c. Women (v.12)
d. Country folk (v. 13)
e. Worship team and the youth pastors and the S.S. teachers (v. 17)
f. Young people (v. 16)

3. The opportunity to live your life in and for the glory of God is open to
everyone!

C. Every party has a pooper; don’t let it be you!
1. Nehemiah 3:5 (ESV) 5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their

nobles would not stoop to serve their Lord. 
2. God stoops to give you life and redemption through His Son Jesus, who

stooped to earth to suffer and die for you; you can stoop to do whatever it
takes to exalt His glory in the world.

D. It’s okay to help the folks who spend their lives helping you. (v. 21)
1. Eliashib the high priest 

a. sets an example by tackling the gate and wall nearest where the
people come to bring their sacrifices giving them easier access to
God in worship.

b. Too busy doing God’s work to build the section fo the wall that
will protect his house.

2. Other people, for the glory of God and blessing of Eliashib, build the
portion of the wall that includes his house.

E. Little is much when God is in it, so give God all you’ve got. (v. 30b)
1. Others are building the wall opposite their houses
2. Meshullum’s second repair job is opposite his “chamber.”
3. He has less to lose than anyone else mentioned but he is willing to give

twice as much to the cause of God!
4. Five loaves and three fish fed 5000 in the hands of Jesus.
5. Just imagine what God will do when you give yourself to Him!

F. The work of personally living ot express t6he glory of God in the world is worth
your investment. (v. 2, 7, 13)
1. They came from everywhere

a. Jericho (v.2)
b. Gibeon/Mizpah (v.7)
c. Zanoah (v.13)

2. These people put the restoration of God’s glory in the land ahead of
family, jobs, everything else when the need called for it becuae they knew
God was worth their investment.

3. Jesus
a. Follow me
b. Mark 8:34-38 (ESV) 34 And calling the crowd to him with his



disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man
to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man
give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the
Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.”

4. Jesus calls to you today: Leave all and follow me!


