
When God Puts Forth His Hand
Nehemiah 2:11-20

I. Continuation of the Story
A. Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem

1. For three days he acclimates to the city and its people
2. On the third night he makes a private journey around the perimeter to

ascertain what it will take to resurrect the city.
a. He tells no one his plan because, at the moment, he is not

interested in the opinions of others regarding the task ahead
b. He want to see for himself, with an eye to God’s glory, what it will

take to rebuild
(1) He even takes no other animal that his own donkey so that

others will not follow
(2) He surveys the destruction as closely and as extensively as

physically possible.
(3) Nehemiah is careful to guard his thoughts until he is ready

to speak to people who will be ready to hear.
B. Nehemiah outlines his plan

1. Reviews the obvious conditions
a. Jerusalem is in ruins

(1) Implication is that the people are ruined, the reputation of
God is ruined, morale is ruined.

(2) Has the weight of bringing both reality and responsibility
home to roost.

2. Offers a goal both public and personal
a. Come let us build the wall of Jerusalem
b. That we may no longer suffer derision.

(1) Opportunity for them to rise from the ruins
(2) Opportunity for them to reestablish their connection with

the LORD
(3) Opportunity to rewrite the reputation of God and His

people
3. Answered the unasked question: How can we do this since God has left

us?
a. “I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for

good.”
b. Nehemiah encourages God’s people with record of God’s actions

for him on their behalf.
4. Nehemiah responds to opposition

II. The Hand of My God Has Been Upon Me for Good
A. Anthropomorphic illustration

1. Physical hand
2. Ability, application of God’s ability to have his will regardless of the will

of others



B. Four Reasons God Puts Forth His Hand for His People
1. To prove His might to the peoples of the world

a. Joshua 4:21-24 (ESV) 21 And he said to the people of Israel,
“When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What
do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children know,
‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD
your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you
passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which he
dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of
the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that
you may fear the LORD your God forever.”

b. Why does God
(1) Part the Red Sea and the Jordan River
(2) Send Nehemiah to rebuild the walls
(3) Send His Son, born of a virgin and laid in a manger 
(4) Inspire the prophets, deliver the people, pour out His Spirit,

heal the sick and the lame and the blind, forgive sin,
provide guidance, perform miracles, and keep His
promises?

c. In order that the world, meaning all the people of the world, will be
filled with the knowledge of His glory!

d. There is nothing more precious than God’s glory 
e. No purpose more worthy for living than being an instrument in the

hand of God through which He reveals His might and glory to the
world!

2. To correct His beloved people in their relationship with Him
a. 1 Samuel 12:15 (ESV) 15 But if you will not obey the voice of the

LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then
the hand of the LORD will be against you and your king.

b.  
3. To accomplish His will in the world in which His people live

a. Proverbs 21:1 (ESV) 1 The king’s heart is a stream of water in
the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.

b.  
4. To train His people at the deepest level of their heart

a. 1 Peter 5:6 (ESV) 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you,

b. You are bought with a price.
c. You belong to God
d. But the nature of the heart is pride and a devotion to self, not God.

III. When God Puts Forth His Hand, It Is a Good Time to Put Forth Our Hands
A. “So they strengthened their hands for the good work.”

1. When the people heard about the hand of God in Nehemiah’s life
2. They gave their hands to God in their lives.
3. It was an open invitation for God to put forth His hand in their life, to



restore His glory in them and through them
B. Judgment or blessing? How to have God’s hand on you for blessing

1. Give your life to God
a. John 10:28-29 (ESV) 28 I give them eternal life, and they will

never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.

2. Be filled with the Spirit
a. Acts 1:8 (ESV) 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit

has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

b. Acts 4:31 (ESV) 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which
they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with
boldness.

3. Preach Jesus with your whole life!
a. Acts 11:19-21 (ESV) 19 Now those who were scattered because of

the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one
except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also,
preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with
them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.


