
How to Care About the Things God Cares About
Nehemiah 1:1-3

1.  What does it take to bring renewal to the people of God?
a. Nehemiah and Jerusalem

i. History of the need
(1) Before the exile to the destruction of Jerusalem
(2) Return under Cyrus to the visit to Nehemiah

ii. Nehemiah’s awakening
(1) He asked about the returnees and the state of Jerusalem
(2) He accepted the impact of the response and decided to do something about

it: to bring renewal to the people of God
b. What does it take to bring renewal to the people of God?

i. Genuine concern for the prevailing conditions requiring renewal
ii. Genuine prayer for divine intervention for renewal
iii. Genuine boldness for removing the obstacles to renewal
iv. Genuine diligence when evaluating the extent of the need for renewal
v. Genuine faith for confronting the challenges to renewal
vi. Genuine unity when implementing strategies for renewal

2. Nehemiah demonstrates a heart of concern for the things that concern God
a. Nehemiah’s heart for the people of God

i. The wall is a structure for protection
ii. The wall is a symbol of strength
iii. Mostly Nehemiah wants the world to know that God is not a God who fails to

keep his promises
iv. Nehemiah wants the people of the world of his day to know God as He truly is:

loving, strong, forgiving, just, and vitally present
b. Jesus’ heart for the people of God

i. Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

ii. Jesus is concerned that the people of the world know where real authority lays
iii. Jesus’ concern is that the people of the world know God as He truly is: loving,

strong, forgiving, just, and vitally present
c. Parallel Hearts

i. God sent Nehemiah to build a wall as an act of renewing God’s people to
proclaim His glory in the world.

ii. Jesus sends His disciples to build the church as an act of renewing God’s people
to proclaim His glory in the world.

iii. Jesus sends His disciples to have God’s heart for the world, to care about the
things God cares about.

3. How Can We Develop a Heart that Cares About the Things God Cares About? 
a. Be convinced God cares about you

i. Nehemiah: 
(1) “the hand of my God was with me”
(2) Nehemiah proves He understands God knows him, loves him, and cares



enough about him to send him and keep him in the task God has for him.
ii. Selfishness rants because it is not enough and no one else can satisfy it

(1) Most are too busy trying to satisfy their own sense of need and deprivation
to have God’s heart for others.
(a) Anxiety over what Donald Trump is going to do

(i) Trump’s presidency means nothing more or less than any
other president’s term has meant for you

(ii) You are citizens of the heavenly kingdom and your role in
the world is to testify to the grace of the Lord Jesus
regardless of your context or circumstances

(iii) Your life is not about satisfying yourself or finding your
satisfaction in the things of the world but about being
satisfied with Christ, depending on Him, trusting Him, and
showing the world by your faith that God remains seated on
the throne sovereignly guiding this world to an expected
destination.

(b) We have a new president, but for the church, for Christians, for
disciples of Jesus who’ve given their lives and selves to Him,
nothing has changed

(2) The self was made for God, and only He is enough to satisfy it
iii. When we are satisfied in Him, convinced of His love for us, we are ready to care

about the things God cares about
(1) Accept by faith the intention of God in sending His Son to die for you

(a) You need a Savior
(b) God sent His Son
(c) God loves you and gave Himself on your behalf

(2) Accept by faith the intention of Christ in going to the cross to die for you
(a) You need a Savior
(b) Christ did not think His heavenly glory a thing to be held on to but

set it aside and took on the form of a servant and became obedient
even unto death

(c) In love for God and love for you Christ the innocent one gave
Himself to death that He might give life to you

(3) Accept by faith the intention of the Holy Spirit to apply the death of Jesus
to you.
(a) Romans 5:1-5 (ESV) 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

(b) The implications of God’s love in us
(i) God’s love (the essential nature of God Himself) has been

given to us
(ii) Have you ever, ever known God’s love to be something that



remains secret, private, or unexpressed?
(iii) If God’s love has been given to us through the Holy Spirit,

what do you think God intends for us to do with that
treasure?
1) God so loved the world he wrapped us his love in a

man and sent him to the cross
2) And now, by faith in Jesus you are the body of

Christ
a) You are the expression of God’s love in the

world
b) You are the carriers of God’s love to the

world
b. Be convinced that God cares about more than you.

i. Luke 4:18-20 (ESV) 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
(1) Proclaim the good news to the poor
(2) Liberty for captives

(a) Prisoners
(b) Addicts
(c) Imprisoned by false ideas about God, the world, and themselves

(3) Recovering of sight to the blind
(4) Set at liberty those who are oppressed
(5) Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor

c. Try caring for what God cares about
i. Inquire for the need
ii. Pray for provision
iii. Act in faith
iv. Depend on grace
v. Rejoice in the Lord


